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Daily Lecture and Discussion Notes

Chapter 1, Section 1

Did You Know s Early hominids called australopithecines were
primarily herbivores, but the development of stone tools, which
allowed them to remove flesh from animal carcasses, meant that
later hominids, such as Homo luabilis, could eat meat regularly.

I. Before History (pages 19-21)

A. The period before history—prehistory—is the period for which we have no written
records. We know about prehistory from archaeological and biological information.

B. Archaeologists and anthropologists create theories based on this information.
Archaeology studies the structure of past societies by analyzing the artifacts—tools,
household items, weapons, buildings, artworks, religious figures, etc.—people left
behind. Anthropolegy focuses more on culture by studying artifacts and human
remains—human fossils,

C. For example, by studying tools and weapons scientists create theories about the eco-
nomic and military structures of a society. Examining bones and hides tells us about
the diet of people.

D. Archaeologists and anthropologists use scientific methods to create their theories. One
of the most important scientific tasks is dating prehistorical artifacts and fossils.

E. One valuable dating method is radiocarbon dating. This method dates accurately up to
50,000 years old. Thermoluminescence measures accurately up to 200,000 years old.

F. Biological methods such as DNA and blood molecule analyses also give us informa-
tion about the societies of prehistory.

Discussion Question
What artifacts from contemporary culture would best show contemporary ways of life,
beliefs, and values to archaeologists and anthropologists ten thousand years from now?
Explain what these artifacts would teach future peoples about us. (Answers will vary.
Answers should show an understanding of what an artifact can reveal about a culture.)

Il. Early Stages of Development (pages 21-22)

A. The earliest humanlike beings, called australopithecines (“southern apes”) by their
discoverer, Donald Johanson, lived in Africa three to four million years ago.

B. Australopithecines were the first hominids (creatures that walk upright)} to make
stone tools.
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C. Homo erectus marks the next stage of human development. This species dates from
about 1.5 million years ago. These hominids used larger and more varied tools, and
were the first to move into parts of Europe and Asia. They could migrate into colder
areas because they were the first brings to make fires deliberately.

D. Hoimo sapiens (“wise human being”) emerged about 250,000 years ago. Two sub-
groups developed from Homio sapicns: Neanderthals and Homio sapiens sapiens. The
Neanderthals died out.

E. Homo sapiens sapiens was the first group that looked like us. They appeared in
Africa between 150,000 and 200,000 years ago. All humans today belong to this
subspecies of Honto sapiens.

Discussion Question
The discovery of Neanderthals is considered evidence for the theory of evolution, the
view that all living things are the product of millions of years of inherited change,
because it shows that other types of hominids had once existed and become extinct.
How might this point be considered evidence for the theory of evolution? ( People consider
this cvidence for evolution because it shows that species change over time and that change has to
do with adaptation. The Neanderthals died out because they could ot adapt.)

Ill. The Hunter-Gatherers of the Old Stone Age (pages 22-25)

A. A basic distinguishing feature of human beings is making and using tools. Early tools
were made of stone. Therefore, the term Paleolithic Age (“Old Stone Age”) designates
the earliest period of human history. The Paleolithic Age is from 2,500,000 to 10,000 B.c.

B. Paleolithic people hunted game and gathered nuts, berries, fruits, and wild grains.

Over the centuries they developed better hunting tools like spears, bows and arrows,
harpoons, and fishhooks.

C. They were nomads (people who move from place to place) because they had to follow
the vegetation cycles and animal migrations. Scientists speculate these nomads lived in
bands of twenty to thirty people.

D. Most of Paleolithic life was organized around and devoted to finding food.

E. Probably both men and women found food, with men hunting and women gathering.
Women probably stayed close to camp because of bearing and raising children.

F. Paleolithic men and women may have been roughly equal because they shared the
vital responsibility of finding food. Probably both made decisions that affected the

group.
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Paleolithic people added a handie to the stone axe. These tools were used to kil and
butcher animals, cut Plants, dig up roots, and cut branches to build shelter,

H. Early shelter was in caves. Later Paleolithic people fashioned houses and huts, often
using wood as a frame that was then covered with hides, Sometimes they used animal
bones for the frame.

Fire gave warmth, it fostered a sense of community, it scared away wild animals,
flushed out animals for hunting, and cooked food. Fire was especially important as 3
source of warmth during the Ice Ages, the most recent of which lasted from about
100,000 to 8000 s.c.
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the crossbreeding of Crops. In the Indug Valley, for example, cross-

ing local goatsface &rass with Western Asiatic enmer wheat
produced bread-wheat,

I The Neolithic Revolution (Pages 27-30)
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Discussion Question
In what ways did the development of agriculture make life better or worse for Neolithjc

People? (Auswerg Will vary. Stugder s should sho gy, fmderstmrding of the changes agriculture
caused in Neolithie life.)
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